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ROME, Feb. 8 — The prosecutor in
the trial of seven Bulgarians and Turks

The , Antonio Marini, had
been to request the acquittal
of the three Bulgarians, an the ground

the case led defense lawyers

to concede Thursday that it was prema-
\_; M

‘ture to predict whai he would sbek

when he finishes his plea next week.

Indeed, on Tuesday Mr. Marini cited
hearsay evidence, which is acceptable
in an Italian court, that further impli-

. cated Bulgaria in a plot.

nessea questioned by the court in Tur-
key last summer said a Turkish ac-
quaintance told them he had made pay-
ments to Mehmet Ali Agca, the key wit-
ness and the Pope’s convicted assail-
ant, from the Bulgarians at the pehest
of Abuzer Ugurlu. Mr. U
victed Turkish underworld figure who
Mr. Agca contends was a key link to the
Bulgarian secret service.

Adolfo Larussa, a lawyer for the Bul-
'garians, said Mr. Marini would first
thave to establish proof of a conspiracy
‘and then examine the evidence of in-
.volvement as it related to each defend-
ant.

Agca Testimony Key Issue
Mr. Marini, seeking to explain Mr.

month trial and to defend the substance
of Mr. Agca’s testimony, quoted.re-
marks the Turk made in court on Nov.
5. Those remarks were to the effect
that Mr. Agca began implicating the
Bulgarians in 1982, after initially as-
serting he had acted alone when shoot-
ing the Pope, to blackmail Bulgaria
into helping him flee prison in Italy.

He disclosed that two Turkish wit-

Agca’s unusual behavior in the eight-

9 February 1986

denied that Mr. Agca was insane.
The prosecutor argued that Mr. Agca
later intentionally strove to destroy his
own credibility, after concluding Bul-
t to obtain his release. ‘But
1 thought this trial should have finished
last May 27 or 28, after my discourses,
those famous discourses,” the prosecu-
, tor quoted Mr. Agca as saying.
Charge of ‘Mystification’

Waving toward the empty cage
where Mr. Agca is usually confined

p
called how the Turk startled the court
at the trial’s outset last May by repeat-
edly declaring that he was Jesus. Mr.
. Agcaalsoprodictedtheendoft.he
‘| world. Mr. Agca has rarely attended
.| the trial since it resumed in September
" | after a summer recess.

Mr. Agca also admitted that many

other assertions, such as that a former
| Ttalian intelli official —
Francesco enza, now in jail in New
York on criminal charges — was some-
how invoived in the plot had served the
same purpose of damaging his credibil-

ity.

Mr. Agca said he sought to do so, the
prosecutor explained, after concluding
that the kidnapping of a Vatican em-
pioyee’s daughter in 1983 and subse-
quent demands for the Turk’s release
in exchange for the girl's safety, were
signs that his Bulgarian and Turkish
accomplices had not abandoned him.

Mr. Marini quoted the Turk as saying
he was convinced that the Bulgarians
and Turks “wanted me to retract my’
accusations against them, confound the
trial, and then I had the task of discred-
iting the Western press, which continu-’
ously accused the Soviet Union and,

Citing the results of psychiatric testsj‘

during the trial and accusing him of!
“mystification,” the prosecutor re.

Prosecutor Starts His Final Plea in Pope Plot Trial

! carried- oui in Turkey, Mr..Marini

Bulgaria as the principle architects’ of )
terrorism. .

Mr. Marini said Thursday that there
was enough evidence to prove the exist-
ence of a plot, “‘independently of Ag-
ca's statements.’’

He cited the roie of Omer Bagci, one
of the Turkish defendants, who admaft- ‘
ted delivering to Mr. Agca in a Milan
restaurant the weapon that was later
used to shoot the Pope. He also cited
the testimony of several other Turks
who admitted giving Mr. Agca money
and other aid for his travels from Tur-
key, through Buigaria, to Italy.
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